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Grade 3  Duration  Assessed 

Standards  
Description / Big Ideas   Essential Questions  End of Unit Assessment  

Unit 1: A 

Delicate  
Balance  

20-25 days  Reading: RI.1,  
RI.2, RI.3, RI.4,  
RI.7  
Writing: W.2  
Language: L.1,  
L.2  

Description: In this unit, students read a 

variety of informational selections to 

analyze the relationships within the 

natural world between humans and 

animals, particularly how humans protect 

animals.  

 
Big Idea: Understanding the relationship  
between humans and nature \ 

 
Core Works: A variety of informational and  
literary texts, Balto and the Great Race, In  
Good Hands, Century Farm  

  

  

What is the relationship between 

humans and nature?  
How is the relationship preserved?  
How does it change?  

Research Task – Endangered  
Animal Research Report  
Students research an 

endangered animal and take 

notes. They develop a 

research report.   
Options for sharing research 

include: a pamphlet, poster, 

children’s  book, Wixie or 

PowerPoint. 

  

Unit 2:   
Stories that  
Teach  

25-30 days  Reading: RL.1,  
RL.2, RL.3,  
RL.4, RL.5   
Writing: W.3  
Language: L.1,  
L.2, L.5  

Description: In this unit, students read a 

variety of literary selections from around 

the world that emphasize life lessons and 

morals.  

 
Big Idea: Reading fables, folktales, and 

myths from diverse cultures 

 

Core Works: Various fables by Aesop, The  
Wonderful Wizard of Oz and Kokopelli’s 

Flute  

  
  

  

Why is storytelling important?  

Why do people from diverse 

cultures throughout the world tell 

stories?   
How do stories teach messages, 

morals, or lessons?  

Narrative Task – Writing an  
Original Fable  
Students will write an original 

fable that teaches a lesson. They 

continue the tradition of 

storytelling during a “Fable 

Fair” by sharing their fable with 

classmates and invited guests. 

Options for publication include: 

Wixie, Power Point, or an audio 

recording.  
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Unit 3:   
Inventions and  
Innovation  

25-30  days  Reading: RI.1,  
RI.2, RI.3, RI.4,  
RI.6, RI.7, RI.8  
Writing: W.2  
Language: L.1  

Description: In this unit, students read short 

biographies and informational texts about 

inventors and their inventions to gain 

knowledge about the creation, innovation, 

and continuing development of inventions.  

 
Big Idea: Solving problems leads to new 

ideas 

 

Core Works: A variety of informational and 

literary texts, The Invention of Hugo Cabret 

and Brainstorm!  

  

  

How does solving problems lead to 

new ideas?   
What is the relationship between 

invention and innovation?  

Research Task – Invention 

Convention 

Students work collaboratively to 

research the development of one 

product and the history of its 

innovation taking brief notes 

from print or digital sources.  

Each student contributes to the 

invention presentation to share 

information about how 

inventions have changed over 

time with peer groups. 

 

Grade 3  Duration  Assessed 

Standards  
Description / Big Ideas   Essential Questions  End of Unit Assessment  

Unit 4:   
Historical  
Perspectives   

25 –30 days  Reading: RI.1,  
RI.2, RI.3, RI.4  
Reading: RL.1,  
RL.2, RL.3,  
RL.4  
Writing: W.1  
Language: L.1  

Description: In this unit, students will read 

primary and secondary sources, expository 

texts, and pieces of literature revolving 

around the Age of Exploration. Through 

their reading they will apply both CCRS 

informational and literary reading standards. 

The focus of the unit is the motivations of 

exploration and whether the rewards 

outweigh the risks.  

 
Big Idea: A analysis of the motivations for 

exploration  

 
Core Works: Various informational texts,  
Encounter, Pedro’s Journal  

  
  

What motivates people to explore? 

How do the actions of explorers 

impact others?  

Analysis Task  – Opinion  
Essay  
Students have defined the 

concept of exploration and 

researched specific explorers. 

They have developed an 

understanding of the motivation, 

resources, risks, and 

consequences as they relate to 

exploration. Each student will 

use what he or she has learned 

to write an opinion essay in 

which the student determines if 

exploration was worth the risk. 

Students must include historical 

evidence from this unit to 

support their opinions.   
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Unit 5:   
Roald Dahl  
Author Study  

30-35 days  Reading: RL.1,  
RL.2, RL.3,  
RL.4, RL.9  
Writing: W.1  
Language: L.1,  
L.5  

Description: In this unit, students 

experience the fanciful world of Roald 

Dahl through the reading of several of his 

most famous works.  

 
Big Idea: A comparison of works by the 

same author 

 

Core Works: Who was Roald Dahl?, James 

and the Giant Peach, The Enormous 

Crocodile, Fantastic Mr. Fox, Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory  

  

  

How do the words and actions of 

characters reveal their true 

nature?  How do characters, 

setting, and plots reveal an 

author’s themes?  

Analysis Task – Opinion Essay 

Students read at least three 

books by Roald Dahl and 

conduct an ongoing comparison 

between texts about the 

characters, settings, plots, and 

themes. Based upon students’ 

literary discourse and research, 

they write opinion essays about 

whether Roald Dahl should 

continue to be the author study 

for 3rd graders OR which text 

they believe is Dahl’s best 

work.  
Unit 6:  

Poema  
15- 20 days  Reading: RL.1,  

RL.2, RL.3,  
RL.4, RL.5  
Writing: W.3 

Language: L.3. 

L.5 

Description: In this unit, students read a 

variety of poems to gain a deeper appreciation 

for different types of poetry, as well as 

analyze the authors' craft to gain greater 

insights into how poets effectively use 

different elements of poetry.  

 
Big Idea: A Survey of Poems and Its Poets   
 

Core Works:  A variety of poems   
 

  

  

How do poems help create a picture 

in my mind?  
How is a poem different from other 

types of writing?  

Narrative Task – Poetry  
Writing  
Students have read poems from 

some of world’s best poets and 

have written first drafts for 

different types of poems.  

Students will participate in a 

Poetry Reading with their 

classmates by selecting one poem 

from their first drafts to edit, 

revise, illustrate, publish in a 

class anthology, read aloud, and 

record. 
 


